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1963 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III Standard Steel

4dr Sedan 8-cyl. 6230cc/220hp 2x1bbl SU

#1 Concours condition #2 Excellent condition #3 Good condition #4 Fair condition

$97,500 $80,700 $56,100* $47,300
+40.3% +63% +87% +110.2%

*Please note: All prices shown here are based on various data sources, as detailed in About Our Prices. For all Hagerty clients: The values shown do 
not imply coverage in this amount. In the event of a claim, the Guaranteed Value(s)® on your policy declarations page is the amount your vehicle(s) is 
covered for, even if the value displayed here is different. If you would like to discuss your policy, please call us at 877-922-3391.

Value adjustments

-40%
 for RHD.

+10%
 for factory a/c.

Model description
The Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II was introduced in October 1959, and was the first Rolls-Royce model to exceed 
Bentley in production numbers, with 2,716 built between 1959 and 1962; 299 of these rode the long wheelbase 
chassis. The car was also the first to utilize Rolls-Royce’s aluminum, 6.2-liter, 230-hp V-8 engine which had been in the 
planning stages since 1947. The introduction was so significant that the engine itself was displayed with the new Rolls-
Royces at the London Motor Show.
 

<i>The Motor</i> published an extensive road test of the new Silver Cloud II, with the subhead, “Effortless speed and 
extreme quietness with a new V-8 engine.” In September 1960, <i>Road & Track</i> reported, “it is a pleasure to report 
that there is still a company in business dedicated to the task of producing the best car in the world, regardless of 
cost.”  

The Silver Cloud’s new V-8 engine replaced the venerable straight-six, which was originally introduced in 1907 and 
fitted to the Silver Ghost. The new V-8 provided about 30 percent more horsepower and cruising speed was increased 
by raising the rear axle ratio. Fuel consumption dropped from 16 mpg on the six-cylinder cars, to about 10 mpg on the 
new V-8. Chassis lubrication intervals were increased to 10,000 miles as the former one-shot “Bijur” pedal pump 
system was replaced by 21 grease gun fittings.
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The Silver Cloud III series was the last of the popular Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud series. The Silver Cloud I and II (and 
Bentley S1 and S2) from 1955 to 1961, shared the same standard body, but when the SCIII was introduced in 1962, 
contemporary trends modified the design. Most obvious were four headlights, a lower hood and radiator shell, and 
smaller bumpers. The interior was less pre-WWII in design, with a new padded rail above the dash, separate front 
seats (which was formerly a single bench seat) and more leg room front and back.

The V-8 continued in the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III launch, with a higher 9:1 compression ratio, and two-inch 
carburetors. This resulted in 246 hp, a 0-60 time of 10.8 seconds, and a top speed of 115 mph. Mainly courtesy of 
these performance enhancements and the more spacious interior, the Silver Cloud III is often regarded as the finest 
model of the series.

Rolls-Royce produced 2,044 SCIIIs, plus 253 with the long wheelbase chassis. By 1965 Rolls-Royce could still build 
the Cloud chassis and engine, but could no longer obtain the standard steel bodies, as the Silver Shadow was taking 
over the production lines. When early Shadow production was delayed, Rolls-Royce created a new series of coachbuilt 
cars on Cloud chassis.

By 1966, Rolls-Royce had merged its two coachbuilding acquisitions, Park Ward and HJ Mulliner, into one. The 
successful mid-1950s Mulliner Park Ward fixed head coupe was re-designed into a drophead coupe, and became an 
instant hit. Production continued with this new car until March 1966, well after the Cloud series officially ceased 
production in 1965.

The Silver Cloud models signaled the end of the coachbuilt period, as Rolls-Royce found it could sell 10 times as many 
cars with “standard steel bodies.” Custom Rolls-Royces were occasionally built after 1970, but by then the company 
had predominantly taken the path it is following today. These coachbuilt Silver Clouds are extremely desirable today as 
a result.

Rolls-Royce records are remarkably complete and any purchase should have full history and service records on file. 
Also make sure to have qualified mechanic lined up to maintain any Rolls-Royce purchase. Once everything is in order, 
a Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud rewards the owner with the height of luxury from its era. It also stands up as a competent 
and capable car by today’s standards, only it does so with an elegance that is unique to its day.

Body styles

4dr Sedan

Engine types

8-cyl. 6230cc/220hp 2x1bbl SU

1959-1965 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud stats

Highest sale

$742,000
Most recent sale

$48,600
Sales

449
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Vehicle's condition classification

#1. Concours #2. Excellent

#3. Good #4. Fair

#1 vehicles are the best in the world. Imagine the best vehicle, in 
the right colors, driving onto the lawn at the finest concours. 
Perfectly clean, the vehicle has been groomed down to the tire 
treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and dirt 
are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted.

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They might even be 
former #1 vehicles that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 
observers will have to look closely for flaws but will be able to find 
some. The paint, chrome, glass and finishes will all appear as 
excellent. The vehicle drives as a new vehicle of its era would.

#3 vehicles drive and run well but are not used for daily 
transportation. The casual passerby will not find any visual flaws, 
but these vehicles might have some incorrect parts. #3 vehicles 
could possess some, but not all, of the issues of a #4 vehicle, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as fresh paint or a new, 
correct interior.

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting, the windshield might be chipped and 
perhaps the body has a minor dent. Imperfect paintwork, split 
seams or a cracked dash might be present. No major parts are 
missing, but there might be non-stock additions. A #4 vehicle can 
also be a deteriorated restoration.


